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10.  Noted.10

]

[
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1111

]
[1212

]

[ 11.  The Angostura Unit does provide benefits to the OST: Flood control in the 
Cheyenne River, and the dam generally maintains flows in the river year-round.  In 
addition, the Tribe benefits through secondary spending at the Tribal casino or other 
Tribal businesses by people in agricultural-related or recreation-related industries in the 
Angostura area.  It is true that the unit does not provide a direct economic benefit—such 
as irrigation—to the Tribe.

12.  The analysis of fish health in the EIS found that lesions on fish caught near Red 
Shirt were caused by parasites, not by the Angostura Unit (see pp. 70-73 in the EIS).  
Chokecherry, American plum, and silver buffaloberry, identified by the OST as the plants 
of concern, were all found to be predominately upland plants, and thus unaffected by the 
unit (pp. 98-99).

13.  See the response to comment No. 12 above.  The report (Appendix Z) further 
states that more study of water quality is needed to determine if river stress is an issue 
(p. Z-98).

14.  The statement will be changed in the final EIS.  Reclamation recognizes that 
the OST has unquantified Winters Doctrine reserved water rights.  Until such time as 
the Tribe chooses to quantify these rights, however, Reclamation cannot do more that 
recognize that these rights exist.

]

[1313

]

[1414
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]

[16

15.  See the response to comment No. 12 above.

16.  The one commercial feedlot in the area is surrounded by sewage lagoons; no 
sewage reaches the river.  The EIS analyzed for contamination from fertilizers and 
pesticides, finding both to be within water quality standards for the river (pp. 49-51 of 
the EIS).

Shallow aquifers throughout the region are highly mineralized (pp. 52-53).  Thus, people 
have come to depend on rural water systems like Mni Wiconi for the OST and Fall River 
for other residents for domestic water supplies.

17.  Noted.

]

[17

]

[15
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]

[18

]

[19

18.  See the responses to comments No. 11 and No. 12 above.

19.  Noted.
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]
[2020 20.  Federal Reclamation Laws (Act of June 17, 1902, 32 Stat. 388 and acts amendatory 

thereof and supplementary thereto) give Reclamation the authority to develop public water 
resources.  The Flood Control Act of 1944 specifically authorized the Angostura Unit, 
including reimbursement of construction and operations and maintenance costs.
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]

[2121 21.  The Cheyenne River originates in Wyoming and flows through South Dakota before 
joining the Missouri River (see pp. 5-7 of the EIS).  The Cheyenne drains 9,100 square 
miles in Wyoming, and more than 14,800 square miles in South Dakota. 
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]

[22

]

[23

]

[24

22.  See the response to comment No. 16 above.

23.  The EIS analyzed for DO, TDS, trace elements, nitrogen, pesticides, and uranium 
in the water (pp. 40-52 and 129-135 of the EIS, and Appendix Q) and found no effects as 
the result of the Angostura Unit.

24.  The OST identified three culturally important plants during scoping meetings 
held on the Reservation for the EIS in 1997 (p. 15 and 167-168 of the EIS).  Analysis 
in the EIS of these three plants—common chokecherry, American plum, and silver 
buffaloberry—concluded that they were predominately upland plants and thus beyond the 
effects of the Angostura Unit (pp. 98-99 and 157-158).  

See the response to comment No. 16.

25.  The Bennett County matter is beyond the scope of this EIS.[

]

25
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]

[26

]

[27

]

[

30

]

[

29

]

[28

26.  See the response to comment No. 12 above.

27.  Noted.

28.  Noted.

29.  Noted.

30.  Noted.

31.  The relationship of treaties to the Angostura Unit are discussed in pp. 9-11 of the 
EIS.  Otherwise, treaty issues are beyond the scope of this EIS.

]

[31
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]

[3333

]

[3232

]

[3434

]

[3535

32.  No land acquisition has been proposed in the EIS.

33.  See the response to comment No. 14.

34.  See the response to comment No. 14.

35.  Noted.
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]

[36

]

[37

36.  The District’s canals operate at about 76% efficiency.  The District is one of the 
most efficient in Reclamation’s Great Plains Region.

37.  See the response to comment No. 20.
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]

[3939

]

[3838

]

[4040

38.  A reconnaissance-level study of irrigability on the Reservation was done in 1994, 
and an alternative based on the report was originally proposed for the EIS.  It was 
eliminated at request of the OST (p. 26 in the EIS).

39.  The District paid off construction costs of the distribution system in 1998 and is 
now paying construction costs of the dam.  In addition, the District pays yearly operation 
and maintenance costs ranging from $14.03-16.50 per acre, depending on the land class.

40.  See the response to comment No. 38.
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]

[42

]

[41

]

[44

]

[43

41.  Noted.

42.  The EIS stated that the Tribes probably had reserved water rights under the Winters 
Doctrine (pp. 97-98).  This will be changed to read: “The OST and CRST have claimed 
water of the Cheyenne River under the Winters Doctrine.  The LBST have also claimed 
water of the Cheyenne under the Winters Doctrine and the 1868 Treaty.”  See also the 
response to comment No. 14.

43.  The public receives a benefit from recreation, fish, and wildlife at Angostura 
Reservoir as intended by the Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Program.  The South Dakota 
Department of Game, Fish and Parks manages Angostura State Recreation Area at the 
reservoir through an agreement with Reclamation.  Operation and maintenance costs of 
the recreation area are greater than the income derived from it.

44. See the response to comment No. 31.
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]

[4545

]

[4646

]

[4747

]

[4848

45.  The 29.4% Census estimate for Reservation unemployment and the 54% estimate 
from Labor Market Information on the Indian Labor Force are both presented in the EIS 
(pp. 95-96).  It should be noted that official unemployment estimates are based on a 
labor force of those within a range of working ages, rather than the entire population.  
Unemployment will be updated from both sources in the final EIS.

46.  At the request of the OST, the draft EIS had no Preferred Alternative.

47.  Signatories to any contract would be the United States (through Reclamation) and 
the District.

48.  Reclamation contracted with the OST to provide oral histories for the EIS.  The 
report is included in Appendix Z.
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]

[49

]

[50

49.  See the response to comment No. 14 above.

50.  Environmental justice was evaluated by three criteria developed by the Council of 
Environmental Quality: Whether or not impacts to the OST would be significant or above 
generally accepted norms; whether or not contract renewal and water management would 
pose a significant environmental hazard to the OST; and whether or not impacts—when 
combined with impacts of other projects—would pose a cumulative hazard to the OST 
(pp. 100-101 and p. 158 of the EIS).  Based on these criteria, Reclamation concluded 
there were no environmental justice impacts to the OST.
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]

[5151

]

[5252

]

[5353

51.  The Mni Wiconi Project—which brings Missouri River water to the Reservation—
is a Federal Project, planned and constructed with the close cooperation of Reclamation.  
One of its purposes is to provide clean drinking water to the Reservation.

52.  See the responses to comments No. 12 and No. 50 above.

53.  The OST was consulted in 1997 when contract negotiations for the Angostura 
Unit was first brought up; this EIS is being done at the behest of the OST; the Tribe is 
a cooperating agency in the NEPA process, reviewing every draft produced of the EIS; 
scoping meetings and public hearings have been held on the Reservation; and the OST 
was contracted to provide information for the EIS.  The Tribe, in other words, has had 
many opportunities to influence this EIS.
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]

[54 54.  The EIS presents a range of alternatives in an unbiased manner for 
consideration of decision-makers and the public, as required by NEPA.
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]

[55

[5656

55.  See the response to comment No. 14 above.

56.  Reclamation believes Figure 1.1 in the EIS accurately depicts the Pine Ridge 
Reservation.  It shows that Bennett County contains significant acreage of Tribal and 
allotted lands.
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]

[57

]

]

[58

]

[59

]

[60

57.  See the response to the comment directly above.

58.  Reclamation contracted with the OST to provide social-economic information on 
the Reservation, particularly the Red Shirt area, for the EIS (the Tribe’s report is in 
Appendix Z).  Reclamation used other studies and computer modeling for the social-
economic analysis (pp. 83-85 of the EIS).  

Economic connections between agricultural production and/or recreation and the 
Reservation is through secondary spending associated with these activities.  Secondary 
spending is represented by people who work in agricultural-related services spending 
money at the Tribal casino or buying gas or other goods on the Reservation.  Secondary 
spending could also occur from people driving through the Reservation to reach the 
reservoir.  These secondary spending impacts would be very difficult to quantify and 
could well be very small.  A more detailed description of these impacts will be added to 
the final EIS.

59.  See the response to the comment above.

60.  The draft EIS did not state that the OST directly received revenues from irrigated 
crops or from recreation associated with the reservoir.  See the response to comment 
No. 58.
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]

[6262

]

[6161

]

[6363

61.  See the responses to comments No. 14 and No. 42.

62.  See the response to comment No. 12.

63.  A study of fish health was done for the EIS, which sampled fish tissue (including 
some caught near Red Shirt) heavy metals, trace elements, and organic contaminants, 
including herbicides, pesticides, insecticides, and PCB’s (see pp. 70-73 of the EIS).  
None were found above standards.  This section of the EIS included the quote from the 
OST report because it provided an excellent description of the lesions reported on the 
fish, and offered an explanation of their probable origin.  Reclamation is satisfied that the 
fish study supports the conclusion that the Angostura Unit is causing no effects to fish at 
Red Shirt.
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]

[64

]

[65

]

[66

64.  See the response to the comment above. 

65.  See the response to comment No. 50.

66.  In the EIS, Reclamation examined the issues brought forth by the OST during 
scoping meetings and at other points during the EIS process.  These issues were analyzed 
in an unbiased manner, as can be seen in the EIS.  None were found to have been an 
effect of the alternatives.
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]

[6767 67.  Reclamation conducted the EIS process in an open and above-board manner 
inviting participation from all of the parties interested in water management at Angostura 
Reservoir.  The alternative selected as the Preferred Alternative in the final EIS will be 
chosen in similar manner. (See also the response to comment No. 50 above.)
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